
James 1:2-8 

I. Be patient and joyful in all trials, becoming a better person because of them (2-4) 

A. Find the joy in trials, because you know the good that comes out of them (2-3) 

1. Consider the joy in various trials (2) 

a My brothers, consider all joy (2a) 

b When you fall into various trials (2b) 

2. Because you know that testing produces patience (3) 

a Knowing that: (3a) 

b The testing of your faith produces patience/perseverance/fortitude (3b) 

B. Let patience do its complete work, so that you will be complete (4) 

1. But let patience/perseverance/fortitude have its perfect/completed work (4a) 

2. Purpose: (4b-c) 

a So that you may be perfect/mature/complete and whole/integrated (4b) 

b Lacking in nothing (4c) 

II.  Ask God for wisdom, but ask without doubting (5-8) 

A. Whoever lacks wisdom should ask God, and he will receive it (5) 

1. Let the one without wisdom ask from God, who gives freely (5a-b) 

a If someone of you is lacking wisdom, (5a) 

b Let him ask from God, Who gives to all openly/without reservation, and Who 

does not reproach (5b) 

2. And it will be given to him (5c) 

B. Let him ask without doubting, because double minded doubting will not receive (6-8) 

1. Let him ask in faith, without doubting (6a-b) 

a But let him ask in faith (6a) 

b Not doubting/wavering (6b) 

2. The doubting person is unstable and should not expect God to honor his request (6c-8) 

a For the one doubting is like the waves of the sea: moved by the wind and tossed 

here and there (6c) 

b The double-minded and unstable should not expect to receive from the Lord (7-8) 

1) He should not expect to receive anything from the Lord (7) 

a) For let not this man suppose that: (7a) 

b) He will receive something from the Lord (7b) 

2) He is double-minded and unstable in everything (8) 

a) He is double-minded (8a) 

b) [he is] unstable in all his ways (8b) 


